CITIZENSHIP



Winners Walk Tall Presentation Idea

Character Coach Name: Kathy Bernard
Presentation Grade: All

Topic: Other languages
Pillar: Citizenship

Presentation Idea:

Teach a word of Spanish or other language each weekcourage the students to
become aware of others who may be from anothertoputt is important to
communicate and understand their difficulties.



Great Ideas for Character Coaching
Presentations

Character Coach Name(s): Barbara McCreary
Presentation Made To: Kindergarten

Topic: Review of Characteristics of Citizenship

Pillar: Citizenship

Presentation Idea: Students review the characteristics of
good citizenship. After a discussion of how kindergarteners

can practice being good citizens, give each student a copy of
the attached turkey poems and picture to color and take
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Winners Walk Tall Presentation Idea

Character Coach Name: Mark Williams
Presentation Grade: Elementary

Topic: Important Right to Vote
Pillar: Citizenship

Presentation Idea:

We discuss Citizenship and the awesome right tleatave to vote. | explain the one
person, one vote concept, etc. Then, | announ¢athand of year party (yeah) and how
we are going to vote on our favorite flavor of @eam to serve at the party. | print up
“official ballots” and give the students severabides. Then we count the ballots with
the students as “poll workers” and tally the vaiaghe board. The kids get very excited
as the votes are counted. We reinforce that vatoesn’t mean that you get what you
want, you don’t have to vote, but the only way yam influence the outcome is to vote

(one person, one vote, if you modify your balldsivoid, etc.)



Good ldeas For Character Coaching Presentations 2@0
Character Coach Name: Jinny Guy
Presentation Made To: f' Grade
Topic: Maryland & United States Flags
Pillar: Citizenship
Presentation Idea:
Begin and end each lesson with Character Counts! &lge.
Standing with thumbs up: “When | (point one thutnlself) choose to do
the right thing, | (point other thumb to self) arkMaNNER!!!”
Show the citizenship pillar. Review what citizeipsis.
Talk with them about what the flag representss # way of showing that
you are proud of being a citizen of your state ol country.
Go over some facts about the flag: It was named$tar Spangled
Banner” by Francis Scott Key. It has 13 stripese(¥ & 6 white). It has a

star for every state. There are many rules abowtviee treat our flag.

Hand out the flag worksheets (attached). Have tba&or the flags.
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Good ldeas For Character Coaching Presentations 2@0
Character Coach Name: Jinny Guy
Presentation Made To: i Grade
Topic: Groups/Community
Pillar: Citizenship

Presentation ldea:

Begin and end with lesson with the Character Countsledge:

Standing with thumbs up: “When | (point one thutalself) choose to do the right thing,
| (point the other thumb to self) am a WINNER!!!”

Show the citizenship pillar. What does citizensmigan?

A citizen is a member of a community or group ahedkind. What are you a citizen of?
(Your family, your school, your area of the counggur county, your state, your country,
your team)

Hand out attached worksheet — frames.

Ask them to draw themselves in the square franadl tHem to use an expression they
would have when they are a part of a group (aeminf something they love.

Next have them draw their family with themselveshia picture.

On the back side have them draw their home.

Have some of them talk about what they’ve drawn.

E—————
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Winners Walk Tall Presentation Idea

2006
Character Coach Name: Anne Van Benschoten
Presentation Grade: S'Grade
Topic: Voting
Pillar: General/Citizenship

Presentation Idea:

This idea can be used as a general discussioredrfascitizenship pillar. | prefer to
conduct this activity early in the school yearémind students on what they learned last
year and to inform new students about the pillars.

First, we discuss the six pillars and ask the sitgde/hat they think they mean (saving
Citizenship for last). We discuss how importans ito vote and how it pertains to
citizenship. | suggest we vote on our favoritéapil Make a note of each class and their
winning pillar.

The following week | come back with a poster repremg their favorite pillar with their
class’ name on it (See attached posters).





















Winners Walk Tall Presentation Idea

Character Coach Name: Linda Rajacich
Presentation Grade: 2nd

Topic: Volunteering is Good!
Pillar: Citizenship

DETAILS:

| explained to the children what a volunteer is dijnply saying that a volunteer is
someone who does a job to help others and doegatgtaid. We talked about why
people volunteer and the kinds of jobs volunteexs e talked about the importance of
volunteers in our community and that this is p&ft@ng a good citizen.

| challenged the children to think of three peapl¢heir lives who are volunteers. | used
examples from my own life. For example, the ladyhe pink coat at the hospital when |
had to get blood drawn, the Waterfowl Festival wbder who gave me directions, and
my Sunday School teacher.

Most of the children had heard the word “voluntesefore but they had a difficult time
naming volunteers in their lives. At%yrade, they could not differentiate between a
volunteer and a staff person.



Winners Walk Tall Presentation Idea

Character Coach Name: Christine Grupenhoff
Presentation Grade: 2nd

Topic: American Flag

Pillar: Citizenship

DETAILS:

| took in my American flag and showed the childrew to fold it. | gave each child an
opportunity to work with another child to fold tiag. As we practiced folding the flag |
told them information about the flag. (See Flagigtte Facts attached). | also gave
them a copy of the flag printout to color. | algave each child a flag sticker as part of
the lesson.



Flag Etiquette
STANDARDS of RESPECT

Specific instructions on how the flag is not toused. They are:

The flag should never be dipped to any personiogtht is flown upside down
only as a distress signal.

The flag should not be used as a drapery, or feermog a speakers desk, draping
a platform, or for any decoration in general.

The flag should never be used for any advertisumpqse.

The flag should not be used as part of a costunaghtetic uniform, except that a
flag patch may be used on the uniform of militaegygonnel, fireman, policeman
and members of patriotic organizations.

The flag should never have placed on it, or attd¢het, any mark, insignia,
letter, word, number, figure, or drawing of anydin

The flag should never be used as a receptacledeiving, holding, carrying, or
delivering anything.

When the flag is lowered, no part of it should totize ground or any other object; it
should be received by waiting hands and arms. dre she flag it should be folded neatly
and ceremoniously.

When a flag is so worn it is no longer fit to seagea symbol of our country, it should be
destroyed by burning in a dignified manner.

Note: Most American Legion Posts regularly conduct aniligd flag burning ceremony,
often on Flag Day, June 14th. Many Cub Scout Pd&&g,Scout Troops, and Girl Scout
Troops retire flags regularly as well. Contact ytmaal American Legion Hall or Scout
Troop to inquire about the availability of this gee.

Parading and Saluting the Flag

When carried in a procession, the flag should beaight of the marchers. When other
flags are carried, the flag of the United Statey bwcentered in front of the others or
carried to their right. When the flag passes imac@ssion, or when it is hoisted or
lowered, all should face the flag and salute.

The Salute
To salute, all persons come to attention. Thosmiform give the appropriate formal
salute. Citizens not in uniform salute by placihgit right hand over the heart and men



with head cover should remove it and hold it to $&foulder, hand over the heart.
Members of organizations in formation salute upommand of the person in charge.

This page is maintained by Duane Streufédntact Us
Questions or comments welcome!
This Site Established on 20 November 1994.
Last Updated 10 February 2005.
Web Design and Development Wisionary Enterprises

Flag Folding

As an Army and Navy custom, the flag is loweredydai the last note of retreat. Special
care should be taken that no part of the flag tes¢he ground. The Flag is then carefully
folded into the shape of a tri-cornered hat, emhl&rof the hats worn by colonial
soldiers during the war for Independence. In theifg, the red and white stripes are
finally wrapped into the blue, as the light of deanishes into the darkness of night.

This custom of special folding is reserved for theted States Flag alone.

How to fold the Flag
Step

To properly fold the Flag, begin by holding it wiaiisgh with another person so that its
surface is parallel to the ground.

Step 2

open edge

iy

' Falded =dgs

Fold the lower half of the stripe section lengthenaser the field of stars, holding the
bottom and top edges securely.

Step 3



Folded edge 0pen edge

L Folded edge

Fold the flagagain lengthwise with the blue field on tleitside

Step 4
OPEn edge
1
I
I
-
L Folded edge

Make a triangular fold by bringing the striped carof the folded edge to meet the open
(top) edge of the flag.

Turn the outer (end) point inward, parallel to tpeen edge, to form a second triangle.

Step 6

The triangular folding is continued until the eatlength of the flag is folded in this
manner.

Step 7

2

When the flag is completely folded, only a triaragublue field of stars should be visible.






Winners Walk Tall Presentation Idea

Character Coach Name: Michael Clark
Presentation Grade: 3rd

Topic: What's In The News?
Pillar: Citizenship
DETAILS:

|. Pass out the scroll, “What’s in the news?”
Il. What does “Free Press” mean?
a. Explain that it means having newspapers that atependent and not run
by the government.
b. Many countries don’t have this benefit and newspapee used to try to
force the citizens to thinking a certain way.
c. Important in a free country to have a free press.
[ll. Discuss what people do to get their names irp#per.
a. Things that make them prou8d.
b. Things that don’t make them proud.
IV. Assignment: What you might do to get your namthanpaper.
a. Review Assignment.
V. Ask the children to write a headline (see attdghé he children may also draw
a picture if desired.

NOTE: Special thanks to Janice Colvin of The StBremocratfor her assistance with
this presentation.







Winners Walk Tall
Citizenship
Smile, Smile, Smile

Introduce Topic - Have Student Read Banner

Talk about Smiling

When we smile it makes others feel good

It makes our self feel good

People understand us better when we talk

This one simple act makes the world a better pla@a won't even know
how many people you affect by doing this.

oOow>

Practice Smiling

Have each student pose any way they would liketlag smile
Ask the class for feedback as to whether the ssid@od or not.
Picture of class

ocw>» »

Pass out Magnets
B. Ask the class to talk about one thing they havenkeghin WWT
Give them a magnet



V1.

VII.

VIII.

Winners Walk Tall
| Am A Good Citizen

Introduce Topic - | Am a Good Citizen - What is éizen

What do good citizens do:

Do your share to make your school and communitiebet
Stay informed, vote

Cooperate

Be a good Neighbor

Obey laws and rules

Respect others

Protect the Environment

O@mMmMoOO®m>

Have students pull a piece of paper from a haththatone of the following the
above statements on it and then discuss what tleeyym

Quick Summary




Winners Walk Tall Presentation Idea

2006
Character Coach Name: Jacki Carter
Presentation Grade: Elementary grades
Topic: How can a community work together?
Pillar: Citizenship

Presentation Idea:

This activity is based on a Southwest Native Anearitale. Select one child to be a frog
and another to be an ant. It works great with elgiary grades if you have puppets that
the selected children can use. This helps theimtvé vocalization part. The frog

makes a deep drawn-out sound, waaaaaaah and éhdeafed RAIN at appropriate

parts of the story. The ant makes a tiny sounel eee ee and a tiny rain. Model for each
child and then have them repeat.

Divide the rest of the class into two sections: oamity of frogs and community of ants.
Have them practice the vocalizations for their camity. Have all the children practice
these actions:

WIND - whoooosh

THUNDER - slapping the thighs

LIGHTENING- a loud clap of hands

RAIN- snapping of fingers or tapping the tipstioé fingers for those who
Cannot nap

After telling the story which is attached, havergeae clap for themselves and each
other.

Discuss with the students how this story illustsatiéizenship. Guide them to the
conclusion that one person can make a differendeylng to start something that would
be good for the community, county, state, countigrld. But for the momentum to get
going and be sustained, it takes other members tihencommunity. A good citizen is
one who is not afraid to think for himself/hersaitfd try to do good things for his/her
community at home and throughout the world.

| leave them with this: Free the Children is anamigation that was started in 1996 by a
twelve year old who lived in Canada. Craig Keilimrsaw an article in the newspaper
about children in an African community living inyarty and slavery and who did not
have a school. He started the school he atteradgidg money to help build a school and
give learning materials to the impoverished comrnyuni hus, Free the Children was



born. It now has chapters throughout the UnitedeStand the world. One person, no
matter their age, can make a difference and bed gitizen, concerned about fellow
citizens next door or across the world.

STORY: Be sure to really emote as you tell the.tal

Once, long ago, there was f rog on a lily pad poad. (The frog says waaaaaah). The
frog (waaaaaah) looks around and realizes thaw#ter is drying up! The pond really
needs some rain to fill it up. So he decides &akpo the Rain Spirit. (The frog says
RAIN RAIN RAIN). But nothing happens. A tiny a(the ant says eee eee ee) nearby
the pond on a blade of grass hears the frog (wahaaad asks what he is doing. The
frog (waaaaaah) explains that the pond needs eaause it is drying out. The ant (eee
eee ee) realizes that rain would be good for tbergt and grass as well. So the ant (eee
eee ee) starts talking to the Rain Spirit — rain raa tiny voice. Frog and ant continue
talking to the Rain Spirit — RAIN RAIN rain rairGive a signal to stop.

Resume telling the stgory — But nothing happens.

A community of frogs (half the class, waaaaaatst gver the hill, asks the frog
(waaaaaa) and the ant (eee eee ee) what theyiage dde frog (waaaaaah) explains
about the need for rain to fill up the pond. The @ee eee ee) explains the need for rain
for the ground and grass. So, the community gfdr@vaaaaah) join them in talking to
the Rain Spirit. All frogs — RAIN RAIN Ant — rairain (Signal to stop)

Resume story — But nothing happens.

Then a community of ants (half the class, eee egaeaarby the community of frogs
(waaaaah) asks the frogs (waaaaah) what is goind beay explain the need for rain to
fill up the pond and soak the ground and grassth8a@ommunity of ants (eee eee ee)
start talking to the Rain Spirit with all the refRain rain RAIN RAIN. (Let children
vocalize for a few seconds. Then give them theaditp stop).

Resume the story. This time something does happEms wind starts to blow (all
vocalize whoosh!) And then comes the lighteningl¢aldly clap hands once). Thunder
is heard (all slap their thighs). And down contesrain (all snap or tap tips of their
fingers). AAAAAAHHHHH!



Good Ideas For Winners Walk Tall

Presentations
Character Coach Name: Mary Draper
Presentation Made to Grade: "d & 4th
Topic: Protect our environment-Recycle and 'Dbitter
Pillar: Citizenship

Presentation IdeaThis was done the week of Earth Day. The idea daome
www.kidsdomain/earthdayl shared the story about a boy who was tryinggice
starfish that had washed up on the beach aftarmst

One by one he picked them up and threw them bdokte ocean. A man came along
and said, “Boy, you can’t possibly make a diffendhere are thousands of starfish,
you can’t save them all.” The boy said, “yes, be#n save this one and this one, and
this one.”

The man learned a lot from the boy and starteditglpim save the starfish.

| asked the children to share things they coultbdaelp our environment. | had them
write down their ideas on green leaves which | éidout of construction paper. 1 glued
their leaves to a tree | had drawn on poster badttd“Earth Day 2002” written on it.



WINNERS WALK TALL PRESENTATION IDEA

Character Coach Name: Jacki Carter

Presentation Grade: "% 4th

Topic: Voting and Behavior in Community
Pillar: Citizenship

DETAILS:

Collect drawing assignment papers. Share.

Discuss meaning of citizenship.

Discuss how good citizens behave (schools, famitesxmunities). Kids are citizens,
too!

Discuss voting as part of being a good citizenislia right and responsibility. Be
informed. Democracy is not voting. It is countitige votes. Education makes people
easy to lead but difficult to drive; easy to goyvempossible to enslave. Omar Bradley,
American General.

Pass out smiley face stickers. Discuss how smiBngnportant in making the world a
better place. Winners smile a lot.

Pass on the Good Listening Ribbon.



WINNERS WALK TALL PRESENTATION IDEA

Character Coach Name: Jacki Carter

Presentation Grade: "% 4th

Topic: Understanding the Use of the Six Pillar®gfining
Citizenship.

Pillar: Citizenship

DETAILS:

Discuss what it means to be a good citizen evedheat age. Do the six pillars play an
important part in being a good citizen? Make cafdthe six pillars using the Braille or
Morse Code alphabets.

Place cards around the classroom. Divide the stadato teams. Give each team the
sheet of paper with the legend on it for the appade code used. See who can find all
the pillars correctly. Hand out stickers to evergydor participating.






WINNERS WALK TALL PRESENTATION IDEA

Character Coach Name: Jacki Carter
Presentation Grade: 'A% 4th
Topic: Jury Duty
Pillar: Citizenship
DETAILS:

Discuss citizenship in the courtroom highlightiniigps. Ask for nine volunteers. Pass
out copies of play. Assign wears black glassesrduvear ribbons. Dad wears a tie,
mom a scarf. Michael wears a hat. Henry wearseater.

Discuss:

What lessons have Michael and Henry learned?

What character traits could have been used to al@donsequence?
What kinds of character will Michael and Henry haweractice now?
Pass on the Good Listener Ribbon.

(See attached play script)



IDEA #44 PLAY: PEDALING TO CHARACTER

(A court room.)
Narrator: Hear Ye! Hear Ye! Hear Ye! Hear Ye!
Judge: Michael and Henry, please approach the benchchaal and

Henry step forward.) Michael, Henry is accusing wd stealing
his bike from the front porch. How do you plead?

Michael: Not guilty, your honor! Not guilty!

Judge (to Henry) What evidence do you have that Miclsaele your
bike?

Henry: My bike was on my porch. When | looked out th@ddaw at 8:00
that night, Michael was standing on the porch mexhy bike.

Judge: Why didn’t you lock your bike and bring it intogthouse?

Henry: | didn’t think anyone would take it since it was my porch. Ang

everyone knew it was my bike. And the brakes vixack

Judge: Henry, what color is your bike?

Henry: Blue with white stripes. And my seat is torntbe side.

Judge: Michael, did you steal Henry’s bike?

Michael: No, your honor, | have a bike. It is blue withitghstripes. The

brakes are fine.

Judge: Michael, would you mind if we take a look at ydaike? (Michael
brings in a bike). Henry, is this your bike? dbks like the seat
has been torn.

Henry: It is my bike. Look, here is my name right here.

Michael: Judge, | tore my seat, too.

Judge: (Judge looks at seat.) Michael, | need to speakour parents,
please.

(Parents approach the bench.)

Mother: Yes, your Honor?




Judge:

Father:

Judge

Michael:

Judge:

(Jury leaves room but soon returns to jury box.)

Juror I:

Juror II:

Juror Il :

Juror IV:

Judge:

Jury:

Judge:

Afterward, ask: What lessons could Michael and Henry have learned/hy?

Skit written and submitted by Johnnie Wheeler, a BRACTER COUNTS! Coordinator at the Upper
Cumberland Human Resource Agency in Cooksville, Tiessee.

Michael has been accused of stealing Henry’s bike.

Michael told me his friend traded the bike for @séball bat and
glove.

Michael, what do you have to say about this?
Uh...Uh...I didn’t mean to steal it or lie about noéaing it, but
once | had lied it became hard to stop. | hadottioue to cove

up for the first lie. | am sorry.

We will see what the jury says.

He needs to showitizenshipby obeying laws and rules.
| feel he should learn the meaning of beinggtworthy.

He needs to know what it means fespect others and their
property.

Whatever happened tmonest§

Michael and Henry, please approach the bench. tif&ojurors)
You have heard the case. What is your verdict?

We, the Jury, find the defendant, Michael, guslsycharged.

Please return the bike to its rightful owner. N&el, | hope you
have learned a lesson. Everyone is dismissed.

What character traits could have been used to avthis
consequence? How? What kinds of good charactéMichael
and Henry have to practice now? Why?




WINNERS WALK TALL PRESENTATION IDEA

Character Coach Name: Jacki Carter

Presentation Grade: "% 4th

Topic: Being Creative With Reusing Items
Pillar: Citizenship

DETAILS:

Page 145: Recycling Responsibly

Wad a piece of newspaper and throw in trash cahy ¥/my action not responsible?
List other items that should be recycled and wHpw about re-use? As children give
ideas give out Thanksgiving stickers.

Repeat out loudi am creative!

Share a painting. Discuss why the arts are impbead how do the arts improve the
community? How does this tie into citizenship?

Can we tie recycling and art together to improvedbmmunity? If you make some art
from recycling materials share it with us.

Pass on the Good Listening ribbon.



WINNERS WALK TALL PRESENTATION IDEA

Character Coach Name: Chuck Gerhardt
Presentation Grade: "d% 6th
Topic: What Is Citizenship?First in a series of three

presentations)

Pillar: Citizenship

DETAILS:

This is the first of three presentations for thitap | ask what the children are citizens
of and ensure their responses include the wordjtopustate, community, school, and
family. 1 ask for examples of how they can be gotidens in each of these situations.

They give examples of how they can be good citizersach of these situations. They
give examples such as: world/planet Earth — ddtet, don’t pollute waterways;
country — vote; community — volunteer to help imeounity service events; school —
obey rules, pay attention to the teacher; famihelp around the house.

Together we develop a few other ideas about hdvetgood citizens and conclude that
being a good citizen involves a lot of duties.dtlahat they also have certain rights and
privileges, for example, freedom of speech, freetiotnavel, and the right to vote.

| ask if anyone has their “citizen card” with théonprove that they are citizens of the
U.S. | ask how they can rove they are citizensvaadgoon decide that a birth certificate
is the best answer. This is the segway to thergkepresentation on citizenship
involving immigration/naturalization.

P.S. — This pillar works well in November becaudektection Day and Veterans Day.



WINNERS WALK TALL PRESENTATION IDEA

Character Coach Name: Chuck Gerhardt
Presentation Grade: "d% 6th
Topic: How Some People Become Citizef®econd in a series of

three presentations)

Pillar: Citizenship

DETAILS:

This is the second of three presentations for Hitlisr. We concluded the first
presentation agreeing that being born in the U&kea®n us a citizen.

| start by asking for three volunteers — one eaith srench background, Irish
background, and German background (you can chagseationality). You may have
to suggest names that may indicate those backgsouis each volunteer comes to the
front of the class, | give them a hat matchingliaekground, i.e., French beret.

As they stand there | talk a bit about immigratiorthe U.S. and say that people like our
volunteers had to give up their homes and mostgssgsns, traveled for weeks on
crowded, dirty ships, and eventually landed inacelwhere they knew no one, didn’t
know where to go, and didn’t even speak English.

Many went to schools to learn the language and shedied to become citizens. They
had to take a test and if they passed took the Gfaéttaturalization and then became
citizens of the U.S.

| administer the Oath (amended copy attached enghgsights and duties), which they
repeat after me. | congratulate each with a haaddshnd ask the class to applaud. |
welcome the three new citizens to our country.

| tell the class how lucky we all are to have bbem as citizens of the U.S. | ask how
many in the class had taken a citizenship testlagr@ being none, | tell them that next
week we will have a citizenship test.

(See attached Oath)



OATH OF NATURALIZATION

| hereby declare

That | give up all allegiance

To any foreign country

Of which | have been a citizen;
That | will support and defend

The Constitution and laws

Of the United States of America
Against all enemies;

That | will bear true faith and allegiance
To the United States;

That | will bear arms

For the United States

When required by law;

And that | take this obligation freely
So help me God.



WINNERS WALK TALL PRESENTATION IDEA

Character Coach Name: Chuck Gerhardt

Presentation Grade: "d% 6th

Topic: Citizenship TegfThird in a series of three presentations)
Pillar: Citizenship

DETAILS:

This is the third of three presentations for thiap In the previous presentation, three
students acted as immigrants and tookQha&h of Naturalization

| hand out the citizen test and say that everyone passes will be rewarded. Two
versions of the test are used — one for sixth gsa@desimpler one for third graders.
(Copies are attached). The students take the ltesad each question and possible
answers to the third graders and asked then tle @rcanswer.

Then we self grade the test — saying that trustviess is also a pillar so everyone
should grade his or her test honestly. After goee (almost) gets all the answers
correct | hand out the attached certificate. |asko stand, raise their right hand and
repeat the words on the pledge.

| congratulate everyone and ask them to sign teeégd. | then walk around the room
and give each of them a flag pin after they silirthere is enough time it is a good
opportunity to practice shaking hands, too.

P.S. This presentation was a bit expensive — PldS&vice stationery and the flag
pins.



CHARACTER COUNTS! — CITIZENSHIP TEST

1. Which of the following should you NOT be concerradabut as a citizen of the
planet Earth:

a. destruction of our natural forest
b. pollution of waterways, lakes, bays and oceans
c. pollution of the atmosphere
d. loss of plant and animal species
e. collision with the sun
2. Citizens of the United States of America have dutigghts, and privileges.

Which of the following is NOT a duty, right, or pilege:

a. voting
b. freedom of speech
c. freedom of religion
d. free lunch at McDonald’'s
e. service in the armed forces
3. True or False: Citizens of the State of Marylahdwdd respect and be

especially careful about our wildlife and waterways

4, As a good citizen of our community you should de tbllowing:
a. pick up litter (like a piece of paper, plastic bagda can) at least
once per day
b. open doors for others including friends and oldkrlts
c. volunteer or help in a community project at leasteper year
d. be alert and tell authorities if you see sometlyiog think is wrong
or suspicious
e. all of the above
5. Which of the following is an example of GOOD citiwhip at school?
a. leaving an empty soda can for someone else toymck
b. coming to class late
C. interrupting your teacher or classmates when theyspeaking
d. running in the halls
e. actively participating in class and school actesti
6. Which of the following is an example of POOR citizbip at home?
a. picking up your room
b. being friendly and nice to your brothers, sistarg] parents
c. asking if you can help vacuum, clean up after dinoecut the
lawn
d. ice skating in the living room
e. being on time when asked to be home at a certaim ti



CHARACTER COUNTS! — CITIZENSHIP TEST

1. Which of the following should you NOT be concerradabut as a citizen of the
planet Earth:

a. pollution of waterways, lakes, bays and oceans
b. collision with the sun

2. Citizens of the United States of America have dytights, and privileges. Which
of the following is a right?

a. freedom of speech
b. free lunch at McDonald’'s

3. True or False: Citizens of the State of Marylahdwdd respect and be especially
careful about our wildlife and waterways.

4. As agood citizen of our community you should de tbllowing:
a. pick up litter (like a piece of paper, plastic bagda can) at least once per
day
b. be alert and tell authorities if you see somethjiog think is wrong or
suspicious
c. both of the above
5.  Which of the following is an example of good citighip at school?

a. leaving an empty soda can for someone else toygck
b. actively participating in class and school actesti

6. Which of the following is an example of good citighip at home?

a. being friendly and nice to your brothers, sistars] parents
b. ice skating in the living room



| AM A CITIZEN

OF THE PLANET EARTH

OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
OF THE STATE OF MARYLAND

OF MY COMMUNITY

OF MY SCHOOL

OF MY FAMILY

| PLEDGE THAT | WILL TRY TO BE A RESPONSIBLE
AND GOOD CITIZEN IN ALL OF THESE ROLES.

WITNESS:
CHARACTER COUNTS! COACH

DATE:




WINNERS WALK TALL PRESENTATION IDEA

Character Coach Name: Parks Shipley

Presentation Grade: 5th

Topic: Military Service and Defending Your Country
Pillar: Citizenship

DETAILS:

| showed videos of the U.S. Marine fighter jetsrtyoff aircraft carriers. Also some
shots of the famous Blue Angels F-18s performie discussed military service ad
what it means — patriotism and defending your cgunt



WINNERS WALK TALL PRESENTATION IDEA

Character Coach Name: John Ekdahl

Presentation Grade: 5th

Topic: | Want To Become An American Citizen Because
Pillar: Citizenship

DETAILS:

| told the class that | was a second generatiortizetdalmost all of our ancestors came to
the country from somewhere else, just as my fardidy

| asked the class to get out of their seats andenmthe back of the classroom. They
had now left the United States and were poiseeéitny to our borders and had to come
forward to state why they wanted to become a citidethe United States of America.
Entry was not automatic!

A basic question for each to answer as they mowelet front of the classroom and to
the “immigration” officer was: “l want to become &merican Citizen because...”

The responses were surprisingly mature and wellghbout. They were not all the same
and included employment opportunities, religioeeffom, a good place to raise families,
a place of peace, et cetera.

The topic seemed to grab their attention and broogite enthusiasm than any other
topic | have presented. They enjoyed the “one@na” presentations to immigration
screeners and like the participation of the agtivit

A rousing“Welcome to America’ended each interview.



Good ldeas For Character Coaching
Presentations

Character Coach Name: Lisa McCarthy
Presentation Made To: 6™ Grade
Topic: Citizenship Quiz

Pillar: Citizenship

Presentation Idea:  Attached is a sample INS Citizenship
quiz for immigrants applying for citizenship. Lisa made
flashcards of the questions to use with the students. This
could be done with small groups answering several
flashcards and reporting back to the group. Or a fast-paced
round-the-class exercise (all students stand — first student in
line answers the question on the flashcard — if correct keeps
standing, next student tries to answer the next flashcard — if
incorrect, that student sits down and next student answers
that flashcard — continue to all chosen flashcards have been
used — count how many students still standing (they could be
become U.S. citizens if they were immigrants). This could
lead to a good discussion of how well natural citizens know
their country as opposed to those just entering the country.
What could be done for all natural citizens to understand
their birthplace better? This exercise could be done
throughout the month of November — citizenship pillar. It
would take several sessions for all questions to be used.
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Good ldeas For Character Coaching Presentations 200
Character Coach Name: Chuck Gerhardt
Presentation Made To: & Grade
Topic: Respect for Police, Laws, Property and Othres
Pillar: Respect

Presentation ldea: Invite a Deputy Sheriff (ideally a school resouctficer) to
discuss the subject of Respect with the classtieidly face-to-face, casual conversation
can demonstrate to the students that police offiaez sharp, polite, nice, respectful
people, should be considered friends, not foestlagylhave a very serious job.

Method: The CC! Coach introduces the Deputy to the clagdseaplains the purpose of
the discussion. As an ice breaker, the CC! Coachnwite the Deputy to shake hands
with several of the students and let them introdheenselves (as learned in CC!) (This
gesture alone,-shaking hands with a ‘cop,’ reatipresses the students!)

The Deputy can give some background informatioruahonself, i.e., where he/she
grew up, what schools he/she attended, his/hefcimimmunity policing, detective, etc.),
why he/she became a police officer.

The Deputy can engage the students by asking satlaljuestions which might lighten
up the conversation. For example: ask how martlgettudents like police officers and
why; ask how many don't like police officers andylnd ask if any are afraid of police
officers and why. The Deputy might inject a furstgry about someone’s reaction to an
encounter with the police.

The Deputy should explain that it is important &irpeople, youth and adults alike, to
feel comfortable approaching a police office to asiuestion, to ask for help, or just to
smile and say Hello. After all, police officeregreople-they are our neighbors, fathers
and mothers, relatives and friends. Their joloikelp other people but usually, they are
called on because of a problem-a crime, an acgiderdrgument.

The Deputy might give some observations about yqeuple and the difficulties some
have as they move through middle and high schdbls is a good opportunity to
mention respect for the property of others, inalgdschools and county parks, citing
such problems as graffiti, arson, vandalism, &ice Deputy could ask the students
whether they think this or that is legal, or if yhenow what to do if they see something
they think is wrong. Many worry about getting itwed because of personal danger or
intimidation if they ‘tell on someone.’



WINNERS WALK TALL PRESENTATION IDEA

Character Coach Name:

Presentation Grade:

Topic: What is Your Vote?
Pillar: Citizenship
DETAILS:

What is your vote? Discuss why voting is part obd citizenship. Explain that in some
countries citizens do not have the right to vofalk about why voting is a right and a
responsibility.

Hold a Mock Election. Introduce Mock Election catates: Winter, Spring, Summer,
Fall. Ask a person to “campaign” for their favergeason (one from each group. Pass
out ballots and have folks vote. Count votes ambance winner.

Summarize: Mock Election was similar to real atmts. Explain that it is important to
vote because your input is important. Part of @@mood citizen is helping to decide
how your country is run.



Seasons Ballot
Pick your favorite season

Winter Spring

Seasons Ballot
Pick your favorite season

Winter Spring

Summer



